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FEBRUARY 18 (legislative day, JANUARY 10), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 3985] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 3985) for the relief of Hai Soon Lee, having considered the 
same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends 
that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant a waiver of the racial barrier to 
naturalization in behalf of the Korean wife of a United States citizen 
who is serving in the Armed Forces of the United States in Korea. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 28-year-old native and citizen of 
Korea who last entered the United States for permanent residence as 
a war bride on April 14, 1948. Her husband is a United States citi- 
zen presently in Korea serving as a captain in the United States 
Army. They have a 2-year-old daughter born in this country. She 
has been studying medicine in the United States and has been offered 
@ position as anesthetist in a veterans’ hospital in New York for which 
United States citizenship is a requirement. 

A letter dated August 17, 1951, to the chairman of the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to the case reads as follows: 
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Aveust 17, 1951. 
Hon, EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. CuarrMan: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 3985) for the relief of Hai 
Soon Lee. 

The bill would provide that, in the administration of the naturalization laws, 
section 303 of the Nationality Act of 1940, as amended, shall not apply to Hai 
Soon Lee, wife of Han Ken Lee, a citizen of the United States. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Hai Soon Lee is a native and citizen of Korea, having been born on 
September 5, 1923, at Pyongyang, Korea. She last entered the United States at 
San Francisco, Calif., on April 14, 1948, and was admitted for permanent residence 
as a war bride under the act of December 28, 1945. 

The record further discloses that the alien is married to Mr. Han Ken Lee, a 
United States citizen, who was born on April 18, 1914, in the Territory of Hawaii. 
She stated that her husband, who is a captain in the United States Army attached 
to the Signal Corps, left the United States in October 1950, and that he is presently 
fighting with the United Nations forces in Korea. Captain and Mrs. Lee have a 
2-year-old daughter, who was born in this country. The alien is presently 
residing in New York City. She is being supported by her husband at the present 
time, her only employment in this country having occurred between October 1949 
and August 1950, when she served an internship at the St. Johns Hospital in 
Yonkers, N. Y. For these services she received $100 a month plus maintenance. 
It has been claimed on Mrs. Lee’s behalf that she would be eligible to accept 
employment with the United States Government as an anesthetist if she were a 
citizen. Mrs. Lee testified that both of her parents were born in Korea and that 
they were never citizens of the United States. However, she stated that they had 
peeves lived in this country and that they had been married in Princeton, N. J. 


Her father. is deceased.and her-mother is living in Korea. 


The alien is of the Korean race. As such, she is ineligible to citizenship under 
section 303 of the Nationality Act of 1940. The question of waiving the racial 
restrictions on naturalization is a general one and should be resolved by general 
legislation. The omnibus bills, 8. 716 and H. R. 2379, now pending before the 
Congress, would, if enacted, make the alien eligible for citizenship. The record, 
however, presents no facts which would justify the enactment of special legisla- 
tion granting her a preference over other aliens similarly situated. 

Accordingly, the Department of Justice is unable to recommend the enactment 
of the bill. 

Yours sincerely, 
Peyton Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Congressman William G. Bray, the author of the bill, submitted 
the following additional information to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives in connection 
with the bill: 

OcTroBER 2, 1951. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Ce.iier: Pursuant to our telephone conversation, I am writing you 
the following information regarding H. R. 3985 and H. R. 3986. These bills have 
to do with a Korean national named Hai Soon Lee, who is the wife of Capt. Han 
Ken Lee, who is now on duty with the United States Army in Korea. Captain 
Lee was born in the Hawaiian Islands, and is of Korean descent, but is an American 
citizen. 

I was acquainted with both Captain Lee and Hai Soon Lee (before her marriage 
Hai Soon Chung) prior to their marriage while I was in Korea in the military 
government in 1945 and 1946. In fact, I was an attendant at their engagement 
party before I left Korea. At that time Mrs. Lee was a doctor, operating the only 
women’s and children’s hospital in the city of Seoul, and Captain Lee was an officer 
in the headquarters, Twenty-fourth Corps. 

In the spring of 1948, after their marriage in 1946, they entered the United 
States and visited at my home for several days in Martinsville, Ind. They now 
have a child born in the United States. 
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Dr. Hai Soon Lee has been studying medicine in the United States since her 
entry and, while she does not have a doctor of medicine degree here, to my per- 
sonal knowledge she has been offered a position as anesthetist in the veterans’ 
hospital in New York. The hospital is very desirous of giving her this position 
as she can fill a position that is usually filled by an American doctor of medicine. 

The reason for my introducing both bills is that H. R. 3985 is a common 
naturalization bill which asks that “section 303 of the Nationality Act of 1940, as 
amended (8 U. 8. C. see. 703), shall not apply to Hai Soon Lee, wife of Han Ken 
Lee, a citizen of the United States.’’ This case would normally be taken care of 
in due time, but the omnibus immigration bill seems to be stalled at the present 
time; therefore, in order that the Veterans’ Administration may give her this 
position, it is necessary that some legislation be enacted. I introduced H. R. 3986 
at the suggestion of Mr. Walter, chairman of the Immigration Subcommittee. 
It is a bill asking that ‘‘all rules and regulations now or hereafter in effect which 
establish the requirement that a person employed or applying for employment 
by the United States be a citizen of or owe allegiance to the United States shall 
not be applicable with respect to Mrs. Hai Soon Lee, wife of Han Ken Lee, a 
citizen of the United States.” 

As stated previously, I am personnally acquainted with both Capt. Hans Lee 
and his wife, Dr. Hai Soon Lee, and in my opinion they are very worthy persons 
and Dr. Lee is a very outstanding person. I feel that one of these bills should be 
passed, not only for the benefit of Dr. Lee, but also to assist the Veterans’ 
Administration. 

Sincerely yours, 
Witiiam G,. Bray, M. C. 


In addition to the above, Congressman Bray also submitted to the 
chairman of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary the following 
letter in support of the bill: 


CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., January 22, 1952. 
Re Hai Soon Lee, H. R. 3985. 
Hon. Par McCarran, 
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Dear SEnNatTOR McCarran: I am writing this letter requesting consideration 
of the above bill by your committee. I realize the inadvisability of considering 
a flood of private bills that can be taken care of when the omnibus immigration 
bill is finally enacted. However, this bill, which passed the House last October 
is one that should be passed immediately for the reasons which the following facts 
will substantiate. 

Hai Soon Lee is a4 Korean national and was at the time of the American occupa- 
tion a doctor and in charge of the only women’s and children’s clinic in the city 
of Seoul. I became acquainted with her in December 1945, at which time she 
was 22 years of age and going with an American lieutenant of Korean nationality 
named Hahn Lee. They were later married in 1946. Both of them came to 
America in the spring of 1948 and she has been studying medicine in the United 
States since that time. They now have achild and Capt. Hahn Lee is back in 
the American Army in Korea. Both Captain Lee and the child are American 
citizens, but Mrs. Lee, while legally in the United States, is not an American 
citizen. 

The reason for the urgency of this bill at this time is that the veterans’ hospital 
in New York City needs her services greatly as an anesthetist. This is a position 
usually filled by an M. D., and while Mrs. Lee is not an M. D., her qualifications 
are acceptable for this position and her filling this position wiil release an M. D. 
who is needed elsewhere. According to the appropriations bill she cannot be 
employed in this capacity unless she is an American citizen. 

As I previously stated, I am well acquainted with Mrs. Lee and she and her 
husband visited in my home in Martinsville in 1948, and I have kept in touch 
with them since that time. In fact, I saw Captain Lee in Taigue, in Korea, on 
my recent trip there in November. Mrs. Lee is a very capable person and will 
be a definite asset to our country as a citizen. The position in the veterans’ 
hospital must be filled immediately and this job, in addition to filling a very 
necessary place in the hospital, will enable her to continue her medical studies, 
which will be greatly to the benefit of this country and possibly later in Korea. 
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I will be very happy to appear before your committee and furnish you any 
additional information on the case you may require. 
Sincerely, 


Wiiiram G. Bray, M. C. 
The committee is of the opinion that the facts in this case warrant 
approval of the bill. However, such approval is not to be construed 
as a precedent for waiving the racial barrier to naturalization in 
individual cases. 
The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 3985) should be enacted. 
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